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0ctober 26, 1982

Delbert Thomas
Shale Development Corporation
313 High Street
P.0. Box 44
Redlands, California 92373

RE: Sand Wash 0il Shale Project
ACr /047 /005
Uintah County, Utah

Dear l'1r. Thomas:

The Division has received your plans for the proposed development of the
Sand t.fash 0il Shale Project. A'lthough I have conversed with you over the
phone and talked with John Freziers of the Rio Verde Mining Company about the
proiect, I was not prepared for the scope of the operations as presented in
your'letter of October 22. I believe the proposal as delivered, to be more
consistant with the defin'itjon of a "l4ining Operatjon" as taken from 40-8-4(6)
of the Utah l4ined Land Reclamation Act. I apo'logize for having given any in-
d'icatjon that this operation may have exp'loration classification potential
but I was not ful1y appra'ised of the extent of the road design, surface
di sturbance nor processi ng 'invol ved on it.:

i have alr"::iv b.:g'"n ro craft 3 'iist of s;,ecific inqu'irjes jnto the deia'i'ls
of yo,ir operations, hct.e'"er I have fourrd :iiat I am basjca'l'ly rewriti'ing
irany sections of the M'ined Land Reclamatjon Act, General Rules and Regu'lations,
and Rules of Practice and Procedure.

Essentially, I be1ieve that the entire proposal ought to be restructured
and prepared in accordance with the basic Notice of Intention to Commence
Mining 0perations, Rule M-3. Form I'lR-]. has been enclosed for your inforrnation.
It should help in directing your attention to specific questions which do not
need to be reiterated at this point.
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PHONE (7r4) 793-2573

SHALE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
HYDROCARBON PROCESSES

OIL PRODUCTION

313 HIGH STREET o P. O. BOX 44

REDIANDS, CALIFORNIA 92373

October 22, 1982

UTAH DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Oil, Gas & Mi.nlng
4z4t State Office BuLldtng
SaI-t Lake Ctty, Utah 84114

ATTNI Tom Tetting

RE: Sand Wash Oil- Shal-e ProJect

Gentlemen:

Prior to our development of a viable mining plan we intend
to perform tton siterr evaluation of ore crushingr handl-ing
and retortLng. The proJect site is located on fee l-and a.nd
ls described as follows t

TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, RANGE 18 DAST, SALT LAKE BASE AND
MERIDIAN

Section 28t, Southwest Quarter
Sectlon 292 Northeast Quarterr Southea.st Quarter
Section 332 Northwest Quarter

Containlng 630.2O acres, more or l-ess

We propose to llmi.t our exploratory work witbLn a twenty (ZO)
acre area of the South t of the NE{ of Section 29. There is
an existlng road whlch enters the site on the western side of
the NEf of Section 29. At approxLmately the 5120 foot level
there is a ten foot strata of oil shale that probably has no
commercial value. We propoge to extend an accesa road in a
southerly direction through thLs strata.

This road will not only prowide access to the southern most
portion of Section 29 blut will also provide sufficient oil
shale ore for testing of pilot equipment. In the driving of
this access road and the leveLLng of an area for equipmentt
approximatel,y 95rOOO cubic yards of material- will be excavated.
Of this materlal approximately 30TOOO cubic yards will be oil
sha1e.

This o11 shal-e ore wil-l be etored, until processedr on the
5O9O foot level. This l-ocatlon is out of the prevaiLing
wind patterns so wil-1 present minl"mum dust problems. Bermst
leadLng to a dra.lnage culvert w111 be placed around the
storage area to control run off. .
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The overburden will be used as compacted f111, along with
spent shale from pilot retort testlng, where indl-eated on
the accompanylng drawings. No mining, other than the
material removed in tbe construction of the road, will
take plaoe. Spent shale w111 be placed and compacted Ln
ftt-l areas daily to minlml-ze blowing dust. ContaLnment
berme wLll. ml"nLmize ground water percolatLon in thl.s area.

A pLlot retort, whl"ch Ls capable of processing 2OO tons of
oll shaLe ore per day will be set as Lndicated on the
drawing. A tral-Ler, possibly several small uttLtty buLld-
lngs and smaller retorts, wilL be set on slte as will" three
portable tanks for the storage of potable water, effluent
water and ol.l-. fn addltion, dLesel and propane atorage
tanks will be installed.

A small- Jaw crusher, aa well aa a set of rolls and screens
wlll- be used to dress and elassify the ore. Dl"esel
generator, compressor and miecellaneous appurtenances w111-
also be used at the exploratlon sLte.

It is believed that the exploration work wil"l cover an
18 month period after wlrich, if results are satlgfactory,
a formal mlnl.ng pl-an wil-l be prepared and submitted along
wittr a minLng permLt application.

Very truly yours,

SIIALE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIOI{

'rt'wt rAqu*
DDT: cp

cct Rio Verde Mining Company


